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SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 1861 .  

THE WORK OF THE EXTRA 

SESSION. 

B
EFORE this paper reaches its readers Con­

gress will have adjourned, after a brief 
�ession of rather more than a month. It has 
been, in many respects, the most momentous 
session of Congress in  our history ; and, we are 
happy to add, it has been one to which every 
patriotic citizen can look back with satisfaction 
and pride. 

By a very proper resolution, adopted shortly 
after the organization, the business of the ses­
sion was restricted to the subject which obliged 
the President to convene Congress in July. No 
time has been wasted in irrelevant discussions, 
and no measures have been passed but those 
bearing on the war. 

In the first place, the unauthorized acts per­
formed by the President with a view of pre­
venting the spread of the rebellion and the cap­
ture of 'iVashington by the rebels, have been 
duly confirmed and ratified. This, perhaps, was 
hardly necessary. Though our, is a Govern­
ment of delegated powers, and we have a writ­
ten charter limiting the authority of the Pres­
ident, gtill it would be absurd to urge that, in a 
case of vital and instant necessity, the Presi­
dent ought rather to allow the Government to 
go to pieces than assume powers not expressly 
delegated to him. The letter must sometimes 
yield to the spirit of the law. Every one can 
see that if Mr. Lincoln had not exceeded his 
authority, Jefferson Davis would have fulfilled 
his boast of rul ing in ·washington by the middle 
of May, and the n.ltion would have gone to 
]J ieces. Is any further justification needed for 
Mr. Lincoln's conduct ? Leading members of 
Congress thought not, and voted a bill of rati­
fication-not because it was necessary, or be­
cause Congress had any power to make that 
legal which was in it�clf illegal ; but simply in 
order to share Mr. Lincoln's honorable responsi­
bility. 

The PresiJcnt has been authorized, by each 
of two concurrent Acts, to call into the field an 
army of 500, 000 men, and various important 
Acts have been passed to promote the efficiency 
of this army. ',Ve have not space to discuss 
these in detai l ; we may mention ,  however, that 
the President has been authorized to remove 
incompetent officers, and that a judicious scheme 
has been adopted for securing the retirement of 
officers who are superannuated. Five hundred 
thousand Northern men ought to suffice to crush 
out treason and rebellion in a far shorter period 
of time than three years, which is the term of 
service for most of the volunteers called into the 
field. In all probability the ,rnrk will be done 
in a year, and with less than three-fourths of 
the authorized force. But Congress has been 
wisely prodigal of resources. 

Appropriations have been made for build­
ing twenty-three gun-boats, twelve side-wheel 
steamers of light draught, and four- first-class 
sloops of war ; besides which the President has 
been authorized to buy or hire as many mer­
chant vessels as may be necessary to perfect 
the blockade and put down piracy. Acts have 
been passed directing the enlistment of the 
proper number of seamen and marines for this 
miYa! force. Here again the wise liberality of 
Congress is to be commended. There is no 
stint to the power conferred upon the President 
in regard to the navy. He may have a thou­
sand vessels in commission by November if he 
needs them. If a deficiency shoulJ arise either 
in our Janel or our naval force, the fault will not 
rest with Congress. 

To provide for the expenses of the war vari­
ous Acts have been passed : one authorizing a 
loan of$250,000, 000, to be obtained by issning ei­
ther 7 per cent. bonds or Treasury Notes bearing 
7-t'b-per cent. interest, and an issue of$20, 000, 000 
of Treasury Notes bearing no interest ; another 
authorizing the issue of $20, 000,000 of 6 per 
cent. Treasury Notes convertible into 6 per cent. 
stock ; another imposing a direct tax on in­
comes and various kinds of property ; another 
increasing customs duties, etc . ,  etc. At the 
time we write it is impossible to state accurate­
ly what aggregate amount of money will be 
raised by these various Acts. But it can not 
fall short of $350, 000,000, and it may amount 
to $400, 000, 000. So far, therefore, as money 
is concerned,  Congress has been lavish. Opin­
ions differ whh regard to the wisdom of some 
provisions in the Loan Act. But there is no 
doubt that, under it, Mr. Lincoln will obtain 
ample present means for the prosecution of the 
,rnr, and this being secured, matters of detail 
may for the present be dismissed from consid­
eration. 

Acts have been passed providing for the pun­
ishment of conspiracy against the Government ; 
for the collection of duties on shipboard where 
collectors can not perform their duties ashore ; 
for the dosing of rebel ports ; and for the con­
fiscation of property - including slaves- em­
ployed by rebels in the war against the Govern­
ment. This last measure is the only one which 
refers in any way to the original cause of the 

war. A resolution passed the House declaring 
that it was no part of the duty of United States 
soldiers to recapture fugitive slaves ; bu(; ,,n­
o th er resolution also passed, declaring that ;;;-e 
war is prosecuted solely for the re-establishmer.c 
of the authority of the Government-thus tacit­
ly admitting that our troops arc not deoigned to 
interfere with the slave in stitut ion. Tl;e sub­
ject of the future relations of the Government 
with slavery was by general consent defcrreJ 
till the winter session. When we have added 
that resolutions passed the Senate expelling the 
senators from the seceded States, while a reso­
lution passed the House expelling a member 
now in arms against the Government, we shall 
have enumerated all the leading measures of 
the extra session. 

It has been eminently a fruitful and a satis­
factory session. \Vith few exceptions, mem­
bers have been animated by hearty patriotism 
and sound common sense. No time has been 
wasted in idle debate. Never was there less 
speech-making for buncombe. It i s  pleasant, 
too, to remember that, even at this crisis, mem­
bers showed a sufficiently keen sense of the 
value of liberty of speech to refrain from gag­
ging the traitors who were insolent enough to 
parade their t reason in the halls of Congress. 
]\fr. Benjamin ·wood, the member ,vhose polit­
ical and commercial career reflect such honor 
on this city, has not farnrcd the country with 
his views, except by his votes, which have al­
ways been against his country : but Messrs, 
Breckinridge, Vallamligham, Burnett, and a 
few others have talked treason to their heart's 
content without let or hindrance. It is better 
so. To lrnve expelled Vallandigham or Bur­
nett would have made martyrs of them, and 
might have kept them alive. Now they will go 
back to thei r  people with the brand of treason 
on their brow, and a record which will sink 
them to the lowest depth of shame and con­
tempt. In bright contrast with them stand the 
new members from Vi rginia and a majority of 
the delegations from Kentucky and Maryland. 
The day is not far distant, we trust, in which 
such men as l\fr. Carlile and his fo·llowers in 
Congress will control the destiny of the States 
from which they come ; they have shown, dur­
ing this Extra Session, that they are worthy of 
the trust. 

THE NECESSITY OF WAR. 
I:s Napier's " History of the Peninsular ',Var" 

there is a short sentence which shall serve us as a 
text for a short sermon. " Napoleon now changed 
the system of the war." He had been taught by 
circumstances as every general is, and as we have 
been in our pr0seut struggle. 

Up to the day at Bull Run our policy was natu­
rally indicated by the word that describes the en­
emy's position. It is a reuellion, The Govern­
ment is suppressing an insurrection ; at first, there­
fore, it naturally dealt wi th the difficulty as with a 
riot upon a great scale. It naturally sought rath­
er to sustain the Union men at the South than to 
strike the rebels. It permitted, ia that view, a 
certain freedom of intercourse. It accepted battle 
when ancl where the enemv chose. It  was forbear­
ing and relnctant, and ev�n possibly hoped to re­
store its authority without much fighting. So 
many men, so much money, were at its command, 
that it may even have hoped to tire out or intimi­
date the rebellion. 

The day at Bull Run showed that this policy 
was impracticable. " Napoleon now changed the 
system of the war." 

The movement is still a rebellion , but the meth­
od of the rebels is war, and a war of desperation and 
vindictiveness. The Government must now-and 
its recent steps show that i t  will-also treat the 
suppression as a matter of war. The object is by 
military force to restore the supremacy of the Gov­
ernment. The rcl>els are in complete command of 
the section they possess. They are earnest, res­
olute, devoted ; and much more united against the 
Government than the Colonies were against En­
gland. But, for all that, they are only a faction 
of citizens aiming to destroy the Government of 
the whole. 

Their section will, therefore, doubtless be treat­
ed like the country of an enemy. It will be ab­
solutely blockaded by land aud sea. All com­
munication with the loyal part of the country will
be cut off. Instead of allowing the rebels to hold 
their great force in Virginia, where they wish to 
be and where they prefer to fight us, we shall de­
cline to allow them to choose the battle-field and 
take position upon it ; lmt by sudden descents 
along their coast, by threatening and destroying 
their cities and towns, incessantly harass them in 
the rear, and compel a retreat, or insure the de­
moralization of their army in Virginia. If the 
men from the Gulf States know that their homes 
are in clanger they will lea Ye Virginia to defend 
herself and fly homeward. 

The rebels have appealed to war against the 
Government of the whole people : let them abide 
the result of their appeal. Their rebellion is to  l>e 
suppresst·d at every cost. If the landing of our 
soldiers upon their coasts agitates their slaves-it 
i, they who have done it, for they can not suppose 
that in appealing to war they were to haYe all of 
its advantages and none of its pains. They have 
made this war that they might extend slavery. 
Shoulcl their slaves rise, they woulcl understand 
one of many reasons why the people wouhl not 
su ffer this nation to be at the rnercv of such a sn­
tem. If what they boast as theil: strength sl;all 
prove to be their "·eakness, it is not the fault of 

the people who did not raise their hands until they 
were compelled. If their crops are destroyed, if 
their trade is ruined, if their homes are laid deso­
late-they have onh· themselves to accuse and 
curse. '\Ye wanted ;;o war-we asked for no war 
-we disl>eliend in the necessity of war-aud up
to the day of Bull Run we secretly supposed that
�ill the worst of war might Le avoided.

They have opene,l our eyes fully at last. Let 
ac man grie \·e  that it was done so slowly. Let no 
man regret that his Government refused to l>elieve 
in the total, bloody, mad treachery of so many 
citizens. From the fearful day at Bull Run dates 
war. Not polite war, not incredulous war, not 
conciliatory war, but war that breaks hearts and 
blights homes ; war that by hloody and terrible 
blows teaches causeless rebellion that it shall suf­
fer in mind, body, and estate, and that wherever 
it can be harmecl there the blow shall fall, until, 
in absolute submission, it shall sue for peace. 

And for the security of the men still loyal among 
the traitors this course will be the swiftest and 
surest. War can make no discrimination. The 
shell that bursts in the city streets destroys alike 
the life and the property of the rebel and the true 
man ; and every Union man in the rebellious sec­
tion will see and approve the sharp necessity. 

He will say as John l:foucock sahl when Boston 
was to be bombarded-" All that I have is in that 
city-but  I give i t " illingly." He will say what 
John Jay said, all of whose property was in "·est­
chester. " I  wish our army well stationed in the 
H ighla nds, ancl all the lo,cer ,ountry desofoted." The 
times demand the same spiri t in p:ttriots now as 
then. 

For since the appeal is to war, war mnst decide. 
There is not a loyal man in the country whose in­
dignation with the rebels would not be mingled 
with pity, if he could truly say " they have been 
greatly wronged ."  That no man can truly my. 
He can only exclaim as Landor makes ,Vashington 
say in oue of the lmaginw·y Conve,·sations : " Such 
at last is become the audacity of Power, from a 
century or more of holidays ancl riot, it now com­
plains that you deprive it of its prerogative if yon 
limit the exercise of its malignity. I lament that 
there are those who can learn no lesson of human­
ity, unless we write it oroatlly with the point of 
the sword."  

" RIGHTS" AND WHOXGS. 
THE Journal of Comme,·ce, the Bourbon of news­

papers, which thinks that the Government of the 
United States ought not to defend it selfagainst trea­
son, ,vhich is smitten with horror if a 1nan is arrest­
ed who is notoriously engaged in nrnasures to over­
throw the Government, and which looks serenely 
upon the seizure of United States property and the 
outrage of the United States flag by arme,l rebels, 
suggests that a convention should oe held to save 
the Union by promising i\fr. Jeff Davis that, if he 
will only stop trying to destroy it, he shall have 
his own way, and all that he wants in it. In oth­
er words, the Jou,•nal of Commerce thinks that the 
country ought to satisfy " the South" by assuring 
it that its rights will not be assailed. 

It happens that the case is precisely the other 
way. " The North," by which is meant the ma­
jority of the people of this country, is the party 
which is to be " satisfiecl" by any arrangement 
that may follow this war. " The South" knows, 
aml the Journal knows, that the Government of 
this country has been al ways controlled by " the 
South" and its " rights," by which it means slavery. 
They all know that the Goycrnment has never as­
sailed those " rights," and the last Congress very 
unnecessarily tied up its hands in the matter as 
much as it could. They were not assailed. They 
were not threatened. They knew perfectly well 
that there was no cause for a revolution, and there­
fore !\fr. Davis very cunningly insiste<l that it was 
not a revolution at all, but merely a " peaceful 
secession ;" not a step against the Constitution, bllt 
under it or within it. That l\Ir. Stephens said 
precisely the opposite was not surprising, for he is 
a shrewder man than his chief, and knew that 
while " secession" is simple folly, revolution may 
always hope to gain dignity by success. 

" The South" having shown what respect i t  bas 
for constitutional government, for national honor, 
and for private faith ; having plunged the country 
into desperate war because it could no longer con­
trol the Government for its own interest ; having 
smitten all prosperity, and struck a deadly blow 
at every mechanic, merchant, and laborer in the 
country, now announces through its organ in New 
York that it will consent to forgive us upon con­
dition of our guarantee that it shall have its old 
control of national affairs. 

To state the thing is to settle it. But " the 
South" might as well understand now as later, that 
" the North ," after conquering this rebellion, means 
to have guarantees for its rights. Those rights are 
the constitutional privileges of every American cit­
izen ; his right of going freely every where in the 
country, and of freely expressing every where his 
opinion : the same right that " the South" has al­
ways enjoyed, and as the Journal of Commerce daily 
proves, does still enjoy at " the North." Those 
rights are symbolized by the flag, and to their pro­
tection the Government is pledged by i ts  very ex­
istence, any thing in any State law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

After this war is over, " the South," and the 
Journal qf Coimnei·ce, and Messrs. Breckinridge, 
Burnett, Vallandigham, ,Vood, & Co., will find that 
the rights of the people, of liberty, and of a firm 
government, will be considered and secured before 
the " right" of a faction to break up the Govern­
ment when they are defeated in an election. 

OUR BANNER IN THE SKY. 
Cnuucn's little picture, which Goupil & Co. 

have printe,l in colors, is a visil>le image of the 
American mincl at this moment. Faith, symbol­
ized by our tl ag, flames in the forehead of the morn­
ing sky. It  is a lovely and pardonable conceit of 
the painter to h int in H1is way the justice of our 

cause. With stars and gleaming vapor he writes 
our story on the sky. The heavens approve. Good 
men applaud. We fight the good fight of our fa­
thers and the freedom they have left us, against a 
monst.rous despotism and causeless rebellion, which
wages a bloody and inhuman war. And mad am­
bition might as well hope to steal those stars and
stripes of light from the heavens as to pluck from 
the great heroic heart and hand of this nation the
triumph and the peace that the stars and stripes
prefigure. 

THE GORILLA WAR. 
DR. JonN EDWARD GRAY writes a reply to Mr. 

John Murray, on the 6th of July, reaffirming the 
'' many inaccuracies" and " extraordinary contra .. 
dictions" which ae thinks he has found in M. Du 
Chaillu's book ; and the A thenreum, in which so 
much of the war has been waged, declares that it 
can not allow the contest to go on longer in its 
pages. 

Captain Burton, meanwhile, himself an eminent 
African traveler and member of the Ethnological 
Society, at the meeting of which the exasperated 
Du Chailln was so entirely mastered by his feel­
ings, writes to the Tirnes that he hopes " the person 
excluded from the future meetings of the Society 
will be, not l\L Du Chaillu, but the gentleman who, 
after taking undue advantage of our protection, in­
sulted a foreigner and a guest, and received (and 
quietly pocketed) his punishment." 

Despite Dr. Gray and l\Ir. Morton, l\f. Du Chail­
lu has established his name as that of one of the 
most daring of mocleru travelers, whose story of 
adventure is singularly simple and fascinating. 
If, in the mean time, it should be asked whether 
he is ever likely to be mistaken for Lord Chester­
field, it might be answered that he will probably 
Le so whenever Mr. Morton shall be confounded 
with Professor Owen. 

THE CONDITIONS OF WAR. 
WAR is among the oldest historical facts. The 

world has always been fighting more or less. It is 
the final appeal when ignorant men quarrel or when 
grave men differ. It is not necessary to hate your 
enemy, but it may oe necessary to kill him. If a 
man sincerely thinks that he ought to cut your 
throat, he can not complain if you think with equal 
sincerity that he ought not. And if he persist, he 
can not quarrel with your persistence. 

The principle of war is always the same. And 
however science may improve the means of war, it 
will leave its principle untouched. And however 
civilization and the moral sentiments may abolish 
war, so long as it remains any where unabolished, 
it will there be founded upo11 the same principle. 
,Var aims to compel, either by the force of terror 
or by bodily injury. It aims to fall with irresist­
ible force upon the foe, that he may be either 
morally or physically conquered. 

To the success of war, therefore, whether in the 
half-fabulous early era nf Rome, or the latest year 
of the Christian era, certain points are cardinal and 
essential. Two of them, and after the grand one 
of adequate force, the most essential are secrecy and 
unanimity. You can not fight so well if the enemy 
knows how and where you are going to strike, or if 
you own counsels are distracted, or if you have a 
Board of Generals instead of one leader. 

These two conditions have always been forcibly 
secured by every nation which undertook wai·. 
'iVar is in its nature despotic, and must therefore 
be directed absolutely. When the Roman Repub­
lic was in peril, it named a Dictator pi·o hac vice.
The French Revolution was quelled only by the 
will and word of one man, Napoleon Bonap,irte. 
In the troubles of '48 in France, peace was restored 
only by putting the supreme military power into 
the hands of Cavaignac. In our Revolution the 
most serious impediment in the path of \Vashington 
was not the enemy so much as the Congress which 
criticised, doubted, and questioned his conduct of 
the war. 

What then ? Shall we have a Dictator ? Cer­
tainly not ; for the danger with him would be 
greater than the chance of delay and defeat with­
out him. Let us pass on to another paragraph to 
answer the question, what then ? 

GOOD CITIZENSHIP. 
NEITHER our system, our education, nor our com­

mon sense would allow us to desire or accept a dic­
tator or any supreme, irresponsible management 
of public affairs. The contest we wage is. for free, 
popular institutions, which are confessedly based 
upon the rights of men. The most absolute free­
dom of discussion is one of the chief of those rights. 
By consequence, another of them is immunity from 
legal pursuit, except for overt acts of treason. 
Properly speaking, our Constitution takes no cogni­
zance of thoughts or words. A man may openly 
think and say that he considers a Republic a fail­
ure, and that be heartily desires a King. But he 
is still not a traitor, under the Constitution. He 
is defended to the last in his full right of saying so 
if he wishes : ancl he is justly defended. 

But when we engage in war, or in the suppres­
sion of a sectional rebellion upon so great a scale 
that it is virtually war, we undertake to use a ma­
chine whose efficiency depends, as it has always 
depended, upon the same things-adequate force, 
secrecy, and unanimity. The force is supplied by 
the glad enthusiasm of the people. It is, as be­
comes our system, voluntary. And so must the 
other two be. They must be entirely voluntary. 
And since we can not have, and ought not to have a 
law restraining the expression of opinion-it must be 
left to the patriotic good sense of the people. Nei­
thrr to please the enemy nor embarrass ourselves 
by an incessant carping and quibbling at the man­
agement of our affairs. What is carping and quib­
uling is precisely the point to be left to the general 
�om mon sense. 

Our system presupposes enough discretion in the 
citizens not to destroy itself. It implies in its 
very nature that liberty does not necessarily de­
cline into licentiousness. Its very claim is that
































